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The axiom of: the Nixon adminis- 
‘ion, aS propounded by Attorney 
teral John. Mitchell, was, ‘Don’t 
ch what we say, but what we do.” 
or Jimmy Carter it seems to be 
sed. That is, we are supposed to 
1 what" he says, but pay. less _ 
ntion to what he does. 
ou take the civil service reform 
gram he ‘ceremoniously unveiled 
+he National Press Club: One of its 
visions Calls for creation of a spe- 
il unit to'-protect ‘whistle 
ywers,” those civil‘ sérvants who 
casionally break ranks and‘tell us 
xpayers what is really going on. 
Yet, minutes later, the president 
‘eeted with obvious irritation a 
lestion about a conspicuous whistle 
ower, Frank. Snepp, ‘the “ex-CIA 


gent, who. wrote:a book about the ~ 


3ency’s catastrophic failure at the 
me of the fall of Saigon‘and is being 
1ed by the JusticeDepartment. — 

Snepp ‘obviously: ‘doesn't corre-" 
dond to Carter’s idea_ofa-whistle 


lower, ,because_in thexpregident’s:vdace 


iew, he did not “reveal anything! 
iat would lead to an improvement inv 
d jad} Ueve-ysulo 
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p Crackdown Beli 


our security 
tion of Americans’ civil rights.” ° 


THE PRESIDENT Also engaged in’ 
what might be considered “prejudi-~ 
cial pre-trial publicity,” - since he 
implied that Snepp had. revealed © 


‘our nation’s utmost sécrets**-=-— - 
which not even the government:has ~ — 


charged in its complaint. ‘ 


What Snepp‘is being sued for is 
breach of contract. Like all other CIA” 


employees, he signed an oath that he . 


would not ‘‘publish or participate in. 


the publication of any information or 


material related to the agency or its‘ 


activities . . . without specific prior 
approval by the agency .. . or dis- 
close any classified material without 
proper authorization.” re 
But in “Decent Interval” Snepp:: 
was . meticulous: about not giving: 
sources or methods or names of peo-: 
ple whose lives would be endangered. :: 
And he recounts his dogged efforts to 
go through agency channels to. TO: 


‘wrong, - 


sae (iis OES. 


4 


apparatus or the protec- 3 


‘-in his felicitous phrase, “‘clogging the. .” 


dace an “after-action’’s report: whichis” 
“would ‘tell the agency Awhatowert:ed 
wi os ~sidesg sed “evibut decided against naming Random 


rf 
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pche saysof that sessionary isn 1 


Friday, March 3, 1978 


Committee in December and testified” 
in behalf of a “dissent channel” at © 
Langley so employees could relate 
misadventures to their superiors. 


, “They. tore me:limb from limb,” 


pont 


While he was still in 


pists: Fag ae 
ate rs 4 i Ry tun oe 

gover ment Lie “to tak 
Snepp’s roypities;away. from him — 

' 70,000 copigs of the-book:are in circu- 
lation — foyre him toipay damages to 
the CIA ang prohibit him from speak- 
ing or writijg about the agency. 


Snepp,jfla ‘S4:year-old North 


‘f 


ington. ‘nia So she. aol t he. 
But CIA Director Stansfield eg aug makes;iie point that HN 
-Turner, who summarily rid the ; a : i ar 


agency of 800 employees who were, - ae 

‘the agency if 
“system” and fears a tidal wave of: . re n'Sreport: had been 
“Fancorous reminiscences, insisted. ‘written,’‘hp said in'a’ { 
that an example be made. view from#is Alexandria home. 

He is notidisaffected. He is so corn- 
mitted to the CIA' that he went before 
the Senate Intelligence’ jes 

; UNBR 


*Justice-“agreed to move on Snepp, 
who wrote his book in total secrecy, 


“at—theSC1A he tried™ to" tel: 


ivable horrors of the U.S:-evacdation Of 
‘Saigon — and the abanddanfent 4? 


e~ f fad ‘-_ cig 7 . ree 
owas “invalidated “bythe actions of 


‘interrogator. ‘cannot’ expect’: the 
“telephone inter- © 


re 


inspector-general about ‘t} 


thousands of Vietnamese agents‘and: 
collaborators — he was told, he says,’ 
“We can’t deal with anything so con- 
troversial.” ue Eng? 
The Office of Political Research 
wouldn’t touch it, either ~ “We deal 
with futuristics,”they said. a 


a 


HIS ATTORNEY, Mark ‘Lynch of 


the ACLU, notes that Snepp is- a: 
rather lonely fellow. A.former. CIA 


sympathy and support that the peace - 
movement’ is lavishing on ‘Ronald | 
Humphrey and David Truong, whom 


Ahe FBI caught allegedly’ passing: 
State papers to the Vietnamese. Civil. 
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for Whistle Blowers 


S a : 
libertarians are also gripped by the 
fact that the president signed the au- 
thorization 


such luminaries as Henry Kissinge 


former CIA Director William E. 


Colby, former U.S. Ambassador to 


Vietnam Graham Martin and former: °° - 
CiA Station Chief Thomas Polgar, ' 
who “selectively” leaked to the press. 
classified documents in their efforts”: 
to put a better face on the blindness: 
the catas-: 


and bungling ‘which led to 
trophe of April 1975. - 


the Snepp case. 
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i§‘basic ‘defeiisp, is that his oath: 


or electronic surveil-...~»’ 
_ “lance, although he favors, on the. 
record, the use of warrants in all sur- | =, 


“*Snepp, in court, will be showing the - ,. 
agency its warts once again. That’s.. '.: 
‘what whistle blowers do, and Carter 
says he wants to encourage them, / 
It’s hard to prove by his actions in; fis 


